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SHOUT OUTS TO …. 

Dove Tree Class, Phoenix – Love, for helping the Yr 1’s settle in. Ernie - 

Happiness, what a happy, bright smile you have approached these days 

with. 

Willow Tree Class, Oscar, Love, for being an excellent role model helping 

show the new children around our class. Lexi, Happiness, for being so 

lovely and settling in so well into class.  

Lilac Tree Class, Talia, Individuality, including others in play, being kind 

and caring to everyone. Emily, Love, helping new children settle in, 

showing them around and checking in on them. 

Tea Tree Class, Melina, Love, for being such a kind caring member of Tea 

Tree class. Jack B, Happiness, for such positivity and trying so hard in Yr 3. 

Mountain Ash Tree Class, Rain, Learning, what a brilliant start, great owl 

pellet work! Marlie, Love, being kind to everyone and adding positive 

vibes to the class. 

Holly Tree Class, Elliot B, Happiness, for being so smiley and happy every 

day, especially as it is a new school. Emily G, Love, helping the Yr 3’s settle 

and being so helpful. 

Ginkgo Tree Class, Otto - Love, I love the bravery you have shown already, 

you are a super member of Ginkgo class. Aaron, Individuality, I am blown 

away by the creativity you have already shown in your learning.   

Whitebeam Tree Class, Toby, Communication, what a fantastic start to 

term, so commutative, helpful and kind. Hermione, Learning, starting Yr 6 

with such a mature and focused attitude, wow! 

Flame Tree Class, Arlo W, Communication, for communicating with 

teachers and students to help everyone to settle in. Elizabeth, 

Individuality, for settling into Flame like you have always been Year 5 - 

thank you!  

 

 

 



 

Don’t have time to read all the newsletter? 

Here are the essentials in summary:   

 

☺ Meet the teacher – Monday 14th September 3:30-5:00  - Please pop in to see how your child has 

settled into their new class. 

☺ Attendance is very important. 

☺ Micro, Mini & Junior Duke 

☺ Mighty Oaks SEND offer 

☺ Diversity meeting change of date – 11th September 

☺ Nasal Flu Vaccine – see letter attached for info and to consent 

☺ PTA news and dates for upcoming events 

 

More info on all these below or ask at the front desk 

Welcome to the new school year.  The children seem to have settled really well and look very 

happy around school, adjusting to their new year groups and for many, new classrooms and 

teachers. 

If you are new to the school look out for this weekly newsletter every Wednesday.  If you need 

more information about anything then do check our website or ask us. 😊 

 

 

Attendance 

A big thank you to the majority of parents who make sure their children attend school 

regularly!  We do know it isn’t easy getting up and out of the door every day but we can assure you 

it is worth it!  

I’m sure you all understand how important school attendance is for your child, you may be surprised 

to see how much they miss of their learning when they aren’t here.  We do our best to help 

children fill these gaps in their learning but with up to 34 children in classes this is hard to achieve. 

Attendance during 

one school year  

equals this number of 

days absent  

which is approximately 

this many weeks 

absent  

which means this 

number of lessons 

missed  

95%  9 days  2 weeks  50 lessons  

90%  19 days  4 weeks  100 lessons  

85%  29 days  6 weeks  150 lessons  

  

If you child is really unwell or you need them to miss school for any reason then please let the 

school know before 10am every morning.  We are unable to authorise holidays in term time but we 

do appreciate your honesty when completing the term time absence form prior to any anticipated 

absences. 

If you are worried about your child/children’s attendance the first port of call is to discuss your 

concerns with the school directly. The school has specialist staff who may be able to help, and all 

schools work closely with Early Help, health and the local authority teams who may also be able to 

help if needed.  We are committed to supporting you so it’s important you contact us as soon as you 

have concerns.  Jo Counter is our contact for this support jcounter@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk. 

As a school we will contact you if we are concerned about your child’s attendance and you may be 

asked to attend meetings to discuss this further. 
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Meet the Teacher Monday 14th September 

If you would like to pop in to catch up with how your child is settling in to their new school year 

then you can do this at anytime between 3:30 and 5pm on Monday.  If you feel a more private 

meeting is needed then please contact the teacher direct. 

Email addresses: 

Acorns Reception year have two classes – Robins and Treecreepers plus nursery but you can 

contact Sophie Hedley-Clarke sophie@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk as the early years lead or Liz 

Luff lizluff@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk who will be lead when Sophie starts her maternity leave 

in October. 

Year 1 and 2 have 3 classes – Dove Tree with Vikki Drew vikkid@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk, 

Willow Tree with Meris Ward mward@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk and Lilac Tree with Emily 

Lake elake@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Year 3 and 4 have 3 classes – Tea Tree with Hannah Turns hvitali@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

and Lowenna Sharpe lsharpe@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk, Holly Tree with Natasha Hornby 

natashah@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk and Mountain Ash with Ken Monro kmonro@the-grove-

primary.devon.sch.uk and Lowenna Sharpe lsharpe@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Year 5 and 6 have 3 classes – Flame Tree with Helen Fernyhough helenf@the-grove-

primary.devon.sch.uk and Vicky MacLeod vickym@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk, Ginkgo Tree 

with Adrian Gude adriang@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk and Whitebeam Tree with Vic Barton-

Wilkes vbarton@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

My email as Headteacher is Hilary Priest head@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk  

The kitchen is Marco Pilloni marco@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Special needs is Alison Caldwell and Jo Counter sendco@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Anything else can be sorted or re-directed by Rebecca Rockett and Sarah Morrison admin@the-

grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 
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The Mighty Oaks SEND offer 

You may have heard about an exciting SEND resource we have just launched in school which 

provides additional SEND support.  As part of this your child may have talked about using the 

TreeTops provision which supports children who need a whole-body sensory session and 

sometimes, they can take a friend.  Watch this space for more information about this exciting new 

venture. 

 

 

Micro, Mini and Junior Duke  

To encourage independence and self-motivation, this year, The Grove School is, once again, running 

the Award Scheme called the Junior Duke (KS2), Mini Duke (KS1) and Micro Duke (Reception).  This 

is aimed to be like a precursor to The Duke of Edinburgh challenge that your child may wish to take 

on in Secondary School.  

  

There are four levels: in KS2; (Year 3) Bronze, (Year 4) Silver, (Year 5) Gold and (Year 6) 

Platinum.  There are two levels in KS1; (Year 1) Silver and (Year 2) Gold.  Each of these levels has 14 

challenges and, in order to complete a level, the children need to finish 10 of these successfully.  These 

include skills such as First Aid, ICT, Languages, Art, Drama, Music, Sport and other life skills such as 

cookery and puncture repair.   

  

On completion of a level, a certificate and a badge will be awarded in assembly.   

  

There is an £11.00 charge each year to cover the cost of the booklet, certificate, badges and postage.  

  

Please login to ParentPay to consent and pay.  The deadline is Wednesday 23rd 

September.  It would be amazing to have as many Grove children take part as possible; the benefits 

to your child will be huge.  

 

 

 

 
 

Benevolent Fund 

Please support our families in need if you are able.  On ParentPay you will find our benevolent 

fund.  We are currently over-spent supporting families to send their children on school trips and pay 

for some school meals.  We have nearly 20% of our school population claiming Free School Meals 

and many are struggling to make ends meet.  We really don't want children to miss these valuable 

experiences or a hot healthy meal at lunchtime so IF you can afford it we would be grateful for your 

support to help us to support them. 



 

School Immunisations Team – Nasal Flu Vaccine - 6th November 

Kernow Health CIC’s School Age Immunisation Service will be delivering the annual nasal flu 

vaccination programme – For the 2026/27 season, all children from Reception to Year 6 will be 

offered the free nasal flu vaccine. For more information and to consent please see the letter 

attached. 

 

The Grove School Whatsapp Community 

If you would like me to add you to the community, please send me an email with your number. 

helenf@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk  

 

Diversity Meeting – CHANGE OF DATE 

The next DIVERSITY MEETING will now be held in school on Friday 11th September at 10 am.  

All are welcome. 

 

Register your interest to help us. 

We have a list of people with skills we could call on if we need some help – tradespeople, therapists, 

handy people, - pretty much anything.  Please let us know if you would volunteer with your services 

or do us a mates rates deal.  Please send your details to Jo Counter at jcounter@the-grove-

primary.devon.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

PTA NEWS   

 

Welcome back everyone!  We have a super exciting year ahead, 

jammed packed with events - old and new! 

Please put these dates in your diary and watch this space for 

further information! 

 

Remember - if you are up for helping with any event, 

please let us know by emailing jennir@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Cake Sale 

This Friday 11th Sept is Flame Tree’s turn to bake.   

 

 

 

 

Next bake sale: 

Friday 18th Sept – Lilac Tree cake sale 

Friday 25th September: Dove Cake Sale 

Friday 2nd October:  Willow Cake Sale 

Friday 16th October:  Mountain Ash Cake Sale 

Friday 23rd October:  Tea Tree Cake Sale 

Friday 6th November:  Holly Tree Cake Sale 

Friday 13th November:  Whitebeam Cake Sale 

Friday 20th November:  Ginkgo Cake Sale 

Friday 27th November:  Acorns and KS1 Cake Sale 
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Other Events This Term 

Friday 9th October:  Autumn Disco 

Friday 16th October:  Mufti Day - please bring sweets for the Christmas Fair sweet cones 

Friday 13th November:  Quiz Night 

Friday 27th November:  Christmas Fair & Mufti 

Friday 4th December:  Wreath Making for beginners 

 

ANY CHILDRENS OR ADULTS CHRISTMAS JUMPERS THAT YOU CAN DONATE 

FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAIR, PLEASE DROP OFF AT THE FRONT DESK ANY TIME 

THIS TERM. 

 

Pre Loved School Uniform 

Lots of sizes available for sale in the front entrance. 

 

 

The Grove School PTA Facebook Page 

The Grove School PTA Facebook Page will also keep you up to date on events - e.g. 

discos, fundraisers, bake sales etc. 

 

 

Dates for your diary  http://www.the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk/web/calendar/256154 

Holly Tree swimming – Monday 14th September (New start date) 

Visit to Totnes castle – Tuesday 16th September – Dove & Willow 

Visit to Totnes castle – Wednesday 17th September – Lilac 

Year 6 Residential – 19th – 23rd October 

Half term - 26th – 30th October 

Yr 5/6 Non swimmers swimming starts - Monday 2nd November 

Immunisation team: Flu Spray – Friday 6th November 

Year 5 Bikeability  - 9th -10th & 16th – 17th November 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Hilary Priest 

 

Adverts – please note that the school is neither recommending nor supporting the adverts below.  If you wish 

to advertise in our newsletter then please contact the school for details.  
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Saturday Morning Music School is back this Saturday 12th September from 

9:30-12:20 in Totnes, and we still have spaces available for children aged 6–

18! 

  

It’s a fun, welcoming opportunity for children to make music, meet other 

young musicians and develop their skills. 

More information and booking can be found here: 

sammtotnes.org 
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