
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GROVE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
Wednesday 16th Sept 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOUT OUTS TO …. 

Dove Tree Class, Romilly, Learning, amazing progress in her reading and 

writing. Azi - Love, for being so kind and helpful to others including Mrs 

Drew and Kim. 

Willow Tree Class, Rebecca -Love of learning, always has a brilliant ready-

to-learn attitude and strives to do her best. Samuel, Happiness, starts 

every morning with a big smile, spreads positivity throughout the day. 

Lilac Tree Class, Lily - Happiness, being a kind friend, inviting others to play 

when she spots them on their own. Rory, Love, coming into school with 

his friends with a smile. 

Tea Tree Class, Marlo, Happiness - you are such a pure delight, we are so 

happy to have you in Tea Tree clas. Natasha, Communication - you are a 

little superstar Natasha, just fab! 

Mountain Ash Tree Class, Kit & Islay G, Learning, absolutely amazing 

independent handwriting and spelling. 

Holly Tree Class, Mustakim - Learning, brilliant independent maths work 

when partitioning numbers. Atticus GJ, Happiness, simply always happy, 

always has a huge smile on his face. 

Ginkgo Tree Class, Alf, Communication, for being such an open and honest 

communicator, we love you for who you are. Sebby, Communication, we 

love the contributions you make to our class discussions, you’re full of 

great insights. 

Whitebeam Tree Class, Katie, Individuality, it has been so lovely to see 

and hear all of your amazing ideas, you are such a brilliant member of 

Whitebeam. Freddie, Happiness, such a mature and focused start to Yr 5! 

Flame Tree Class, Eve, Happiness, thank you for giving one 100% to 

everything - with a smile.  Denis, Communication, what a great week, you 

explained so well when you weren’t sure and wow what a mathematician!  

 

 

 



Don’t have time to read all the newsletter? 

Here are the essentials in summary:   

☺ Reminder to please label children’s uniform 

☺ Update from the Governors 

☺ Micro, Mini & Junior Duke 

☺ After School Club – dates unavailable 

☺ PTA news and dates for upcoming events 

 

More info on all these below or ask at the front desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Update from the Governors 

Welcome back to a new school year! We hope everyone had a restful summer and that the return 

to routines has been a smooth one. 

 

It has been lovely to see some of our nursery children taking the big step up into Reception, and 

we're delighted to welcome a new intake of children and families to both Nursery and Reception. 

We hope you're already feeling at home. 

A fresh approach to SEND provision 

Across the country, schools are supporting a growing number of children with special educational 

needs, while funding and specialist places have not kept pace. At The Grove, rather than waiting for 

the picture to change, the team has taken a creative and ambitious step forward. 

This term sees the opening of three new spaces within the school, each designed to give children the 

right support in the right environment. Every child accessing this provision will have their own 

pathway, focused on helping them spend as much time as possible learning alongside their 

classmates. The support offered in the new spaces will adapt as children's needs change across the 

year, so it grows and flexes with them. As mentioned in last week's newsletter, our SEND team will 

be in touch directly with families where this applies to their child. Our calm and reading spaces are 

still very much at the heart of the school and remain open to all children. 

None of this happened by magic. Over the summer holidays, staff gave up a great deal of their own 

time to plan, clear, decorate and prepare these spaces, and the results are genuinely impressive. On 

behalf of the governing board, a heartfelt thank you. It's a pioneering approach to inclusion, one 

we're proud to see at The Grove, and we hope it will allow us to model what good looks like and 

share our learning with other schools. 

New faces on the board 

We're also delighted to welcome four new governors: Rob, Tay, Joe and Stuart. They bring a fresh 



mix of experience and energy, and we'll be meeting together for the first time in the coming weeks 

to agree our priorities for the year ahead. We'll share more about those in a future newsletter. 

Here's to a great year! 

Ian Stewart 

Chair of Governors 

 

 

Faith Talk for R.E 

If you practice a faith and would be happy to share this with our children, we are looking for parents 

and carers that could join us in our R.E lessons to talk to the children about what it means to have a 

faith today. 

Please contact Mrs Jarvis: kjarvis@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Many thanks 

 

 

Micro, Mini and Junior Duke  

To encourage independence and self-motivation, this year, The Grove School is, once again, running 

the Award Scheme called the Junior Duke (KS2), Mini Duke (KS1) and Micro Duke (Reception).  This 

is aimed to be like a precursor to The Duke of Edinburgh challenge that your child may wish to take 

on in Secondary School.  

  

There are four levels: in KS2; (Year 3) Bronze, (Year 4) Silver, (Year 5) Gold and (Year 6) 

Platinum.  There are two levels in KS1; (Year 1) Silver and (Year 2) Gold.  Each of these levels has 14 

challenges and, in order to complete a level, the children need to finish 10 of these successfully.  These 

include skills such as First Aid, ICT, Languages, Art, Drama, Music, Sport and other life skills such as 

cookery and puncture repair.   

  

On completion of a level, a certificate and a badge will be awarded in assembly.   

 There is an £11.00 charge each year to cover the cost of the booklet, certificate, badges and postage.  

  

Please login to ParentPay to consent and pay.  The deadline is Wednesday 23rd 

September.  It would be amazing to have as many Grove children take part as possible; the benefits 

to your child will be huge.  

 

 

 

After School Club unavailable on these dates 

Due to staff training, After School Club is not available on Monday 28th September. Apologies for 

this inconvenience. Any bookings already made have been credited onto your child's ParentPay 

account. 

Future training dates which will affect After School Club are as follows: 

Monday 4th January 2027 

Monday 12th April 2027 

Monday 7th June 2027 

 

mailto:kjarvis@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk


 
 

Benevolent Fund 

Please support our families in need if you are able.  On ParentPay you will find our benevolent 

fund.  We are currently over-spent supporting families to send their children on school trips and pay 

for some school meals.  We have nearly 20% of our school population claiming Free School Meals 

and many are struggling to make ends meet.  We really don't want children to miss these valuable 

experiences or a hot healthy meal at lunchtime so IF you can afford it we would be grateful for your 

support to help us to support them. 

 

 

 

The Grove School Whatsapp Community 

If you would like me to add you to the community, please send me an email with your number. 

helenf@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk  

 

 

Register your interest to help us. 

We have a list of people with skills we could call on if we need some help – tradespeople, therapists, 

handy people, - pretty much anything.  Please let us know if you would volunteer with your services 

or do us a mates rates deal.  Please send your details to Jo Counter at jcounter@the-grove-

primary.devon.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

PTA NEWS   

 

Welcome back everyone!  We have a super exciting year ahead, 

jammed packed with events - old and new! 

Please put these dates in your diary and watch this space for 

further information! 

 

Remember - if you are up for helping with any event, 

please let us know by emailing jennir@the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Cake Sale 

This Friday 18th Sept is Lilac Tree’s turn to bake. 

Cakes will be on sale on the field after school. 50p each. 

 

 

 

Next bake sale: 

Friday 25th September: Dove Cake Sale 
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Friday 2nd October:  Willow Cake Sale 

Friday 16th October:  Mountain Ash Cake Sale 

Friday 23rd October:  Tea Tree Cake Sale 

Friday 6th November:  Holly Tree Cake Sale 

Friday 13th November:  Whitebeam Cake Sale 

Friday 20th November:  Ginkgo Cake Sale 

Friday 27th November:  Acorns and KS1 Cake Sale 

 

 

Other Events This Term 

Friday 9th October:  Autumn Disco 

Friday 16th October:  Mufti Day - please bring sweets for the Christmas Fair sweet cones 

Friday 13th November:  Quiz Night 

Friday 27th November:  Christmas Fair & Mufti 

NEW DATE - Saturday 28th November:  Wreath Making for beginners 

 

 

Disco – Friday 9th October 

Letters will be sent out next week 

 

ANY CHILDRENS OR ADULTS CHRISTMAS JUMPERS THAT YOU CAN DONATE 

FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAIR, PLEASE DROP OFF AT THE FRONT DESK ANY TIME 

THIS TERM. 

 

Pre Loved School Uniform 

Lots of sizes available for sale in the front entrance. 

 

 

The Grove School PTA Facebook Page 

The Grove School PTA Facebook Page will also keep you up to date on events - e.g. 

discos, fundraisers, bake sales etc. 

 

 

Dates for your diary  http://www.the-grove-primary.devon.sch.uk/web/calendar/256154 

Year 6 Residential – 19th – 23rd October 

Kents Cavern Trip – Holly Tree & Tea Tree – Wednesday 21st October 

Kents Cavern Trip – Mountain Ash – Thursday 22nd October 

Half term - 26th – 30th October 

Yr 5/6 Non swimmers swimming starts - Monday 2nd November 

Mountain Ash Interactive Puppet Show at St. Mary's church – Monday 2nd November  

Holly Tree Interactive Puppet Show at St. Mary's church – Wednesday 4th November 

Tea Tree Interactive Puppet Show at St. Mary's church – Thursday 5th November  

Immunisation team: Flu Spray – Friday 6th November 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Hilary Priest 

 

Adverts – please note that the school is neither recommending nor supporting the adverts below.  If you wish 

to advertise in our newsletter then please contact the school for details.  
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